{COMMISSIONER
Curey D. Cockerell

‘May 6, 2008 ' ;

We are writing to give you Information about Child Protective Services (CPS) and what tlmeans foryou and '

your child, Currently your child is in the temporary custody of Child Protective Services (CPS) pursuanttoa -~

court order and, as discussed below, your active participation with CPS in services to you and
very important. Attached Is important Information that you need to review and understand. -~ -

First, a CPS caseworker has been assigned to your chiid’s case. When you want to talk to CPS about your
chid's case, please contact your caseworker. : B

Your caseworker is:

e |

Second, you are advised that everyone who flives in Texas must follow Texas law. Under Texas law, CPS’

owoids

job Isto protect chiidren from abuse of neglect. When a parent, or someone who cares for a child, abuses o

‘that child or allows someone else to abuse that child, CPS must investigate. When CPS finds that the child is
not safe, CPS must take steps to ensure that the child is protected,, which may inciude removing the chiid. -

As we move forward with your child’s case, we want to make sure that you understand what kinds of things

.are considered abuse in Texas. |f you are unisure, your caseworker or your attorney can help you undegstand SRR R

what abuse is under Texas law. You can call your caseworker with any questions you have. -

" Texas law says that child abuse or neglect. can be physical, sexual, or emotional, A parent who dqes‘ |

_something ‘abusive to a child Is responsible for what they did. A parent 1s also responsible If they ‘allow
-anyone, including their husband or wife, to abuse the child or if they otherwise fall to act and it results in
abuse or neglect of the child. Thus, not stopping someone from abusing your child is as bad as abusing the
child yourself, Under Texas law this is called abuse by omission. In addition, abuse to one child in the -
household can ba consldered by CPS and the judge In determining whether other children are also at risk for

abuse or neglect, ' ' e o

Physical abuse happans when someone in the home does something that causes injuries to a chiid. The
Injuries to a chid can be many things such ab-broken bones, broken ribs, head injuries, bruises, bums, bites,
or any other Injury to the inside or outside of:the child's body, it does not matter if the abuse Is caused on
purpose by someone wanting to hurt the child or by someone disciplining the child i a way that causes a

physical injury.
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Discipline can be abuse. Texas law limits the things a parent can do to discipline a chlid. You should talk with
your caseworker about what kinds of discipline are allowed under the law. '

In Texas, a boy or gil does not become an adult until they are 18 years old. Sexual abuse happens whan
.someone has sexual contact with an unmarried child 17 years old or younger and the person having sexual
relations with the child Is more than three years older than the child. Under Texas law it does not matter if the
child agrees to the sexual relations with the adult. Unmarried children 17 years of age or under cannot legally
agree to sexual relations even if they are wiling. A parent who does not prevent saxual conduct with thek
child or who encourages the.child to have sexualelations with an adutt has abused the child. Whie chiidren
may legally marry at'16 years of age with a parent's consent, allowing a child under 16 years of age to marry
or be Involved In sexual conduct with an adult Is sexual abuse under Texas law. SR _

‘Emotional or mental abuse happens when a parent's actions or fallure to act results in significant harm to a
child's growth, development, or psychological-functioning. o

CPS's Investigation of the Yearnlﬁg for Zion-Ranch found evidence under Texas law of sexual, physical, and
emotional abuse. Because of what.CPS found, CPS removed your child from the ranch. After a hearing; the

' judge agreed with CPS's belief that your chjid was not safe from abuse. The judge ggy'q;-GRS talnporary R

... ) custody of you chiid. Your child has been pleced in foster care.’ L _
" During the next 12.months, a judge will make more decisions about what s best for your child. The judge has.

many things to.consider. There may be questions for you and for your caseworker. Texas law requires that "
_ CPS provide the judge with reports about your child over the next 12 months. Some of the information for the -~~~

reports will need to come from you. After reading the CPS reports and talking with the child's family and the o

caseworker, the Judge will decide what is in the best Interest of your child. If the judge is not satisfied that you =~

‘can provide a safe place for your child whereithey are free from abuse, the judge may decide to limit or even

permanently take .away all of your rights as a parent of the child. The child then could'be placed in =~ R

permanent foster care or be adopted.

" c“ﬁsﬁ‘“ﬁ'ﬁu!'ﬁ%w 3 éétd a Famlly 'Sewlc‘e‘vma'ri%{éﬁd; provide i,t'_toi the judge. Yourcasewo*e,,r,, will. be aqémpt!ng_

“ to contact you soon so that you can work together on this plan. It ts very important that you cooperate with -~
“CPS on developing.this:plan and also cooperate on future things the judge will need, If you have nothad
your DNA tested as ordered by the judge, you will need to do so immediately. The judge wilexpectyouto - "~~~
work with your caseworker. Not working with CPS Is something the judge may . consider 'when making EEE
decisions for you and your child. Hiding information or misleading your caseworker will not help your efforts

to regain custody of your child. - : SRR
Ancther caéewdrkar is assigned to each child. You wil also. be contadtéd by tils caseworker soon. This

caseworker is developing a plan of service for your child.-Each of your children will have their own plan of S
gervice. In the coming weeks and months, you may be called by other caseworkers who will be working with S

your chlid on things such as education and health Issues. . e . _
CPS Is committed to working with you and your child for the best possible outcomes. Call your caseworker .
with-any questions you have about this letter. You also should call your caseworker whenever you have
questions about your child's.case. , e o el

Sincerely,
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Case Name:

REASONS FOR CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES INVOLVEMENT:

Case #:
FAMILY SERVICE PLAN
' A ~ Substitute Care
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION:
!ﬁ'ﬂilﬁ Paroit(t)lcaroglvor(s) S
s
. PLANDATES: oL e
- Plan Complefed/Conference Date: '~ May7%.2008°
MonthiYearof Next Review: . . o oo o0 o7
PERMANENCY GOALS:
-+ .Family Reunfication . April 13,2009
-~ Family Reunification -~ . April 13,2009 . -
" Family Reunification .- Apri 13,2008 -~
' PARTIGIPANTS (Princlpals and Collaterals on case): . . - o
/ " Name o Relationship
Alleged Mother
Alleged Father

The child was a resident of the “Yeaming for Zion" Ranch located near Eldorado, Texas, The Ranch was a
- communal living environment for a large number of chiidren and adults who are members of the Fundamentalist
Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints (*FLDS"). Interviews with underage girls at the Ranch revealed a pattemn
of underage girls being “spiritually united” with adult men and -having children with thess men. The Department's
invastigation has found an apparent practice of training young gkis to submit to this behavior and training young
boys that when they become adults it is approprlate for them to become perpetrators, which conduct constitutes
sexual and mental and emotional abuse. During the investigation by law enforcement and the Department, there has
also been an on-going patiem of deception in identifying family relationships and providing other basic information
regarding the children, including falling to correctly identify the parenis of children and providing inaccurate or
incomplete information regarding names, ages, dates of birth of adults and children. This has resuited in the Court
- ordering matemnity and patemity testing in order to truly identify family members and their relationshlp to each other
and the children. Based on information gathered by the Department's investigation to date, a large number of
female chiidren removed from the Ranch, who are believed to be ages 14 - 17, have children, are pregnant, or both.
A number of these girls have two children, and two have three children. Medical exams and reports received during
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the on-going .investigation indicate that some children have had broken bones in the past, several of which are
:susplclous for physical abuse and/or neglsct. Based on interviews with the children and journal entrias found at the
‘Ranch, there are indications of possible sexual abuse of some young boys. Based on the small number of oider . ..
boys located on the Ranch, there appears to be.a pattern of excluding older boys from the Ranch. The Department =
-also has concems. as to whether the educational needs of the children are being adequately fulfilled through home -~
~schooling. The adults have not shown that they have the ability to.protect the children from these abuses. Some ™
adults have been perpetrators of physical,-sexugl abuse and mental and emotional abuse and neglect while other

‘adults have stood by and done nothing while the ¢hildren were abused. The adults have chosen to be members of a

community that appears to support systemic abuse of chiidren,

FAMILY STRENGTHS AND SUPPORTS: ' - O P e
“The adults appear to have good organization skilis. They work well in structured environments. Most adults work” . . . =
together with others they live with and have a strang work ethic. The adults appear to communicate well withothers . ...~ .
_at the YEZ ranch. The adults ‘generally demonstrate basic parenting skills. They provide for the basic physical. . = .
needs (food, clothing, shelter) for the children. The adults express a deslre to be good parents. They have strong ~ ..~ . ... .
religlous beliefs. - They have a communlty financial support structure within the YFZ ranch.. They are resourceful.by. .. o
- gardening, making clothing ‘and utilizing home-making skills ‘and strong construction skills, The mothers have N
_ support from other adult women and adolescent giris who assist with child care responsibliiies. The famlly refrains =~
from drug and alcohol abuse. -~ . , T

COMMUNITY SUPPORTS: B R
They have maintained a cooperative relationship-with city and county authorities to ensure operations, of the

ranch, The adults have demonstrated use of hospital/medical resources in some emergency sltuations..

" HOPES AND DREAMS FOR THE CHILD(REN):

. PARENTS RESPONSIBILITES RELATED TO CHILDRENS EDUCATION: e e e e

_The parents will cooperate with their child's educational assessment and support any recommendations In such S

~ assessment. They will provide to the Department Information regarding the child’s educational background and .. .. ... “.. .

~ ftraining, such as any home school course curriculum, grade reports, educational assessments or testing, etc. The. .. .= ..

~ parent will encourage their child to participate in.schoal and educational activities In a positive manner. Theparent . . " L

. .'may provide appropriate materlals that will alde:the child's education, such as books and. other appropriate .~
" educational resolrce materials. . The parents should be able to demonstrate an understanding of how the child's- =

education Impacts the child's ability to be a succéssful and independent adult. o C ’

FAMILY AND CPS CONCERNS RELATED TQ RISK AND SAFETY:
~ Initial Concemns: - B L e
1 Sexual abuse has beén confirmed for some chlld’ren which poses risk of abuse to all chlldr_eh. As Of:

(Sexual abuse is defined to include, without fimitation, sexual conduct harmful to a. chiid's 04/07/2008
mental, emotional, or physical welfare, fallure to make a reasonable effort to prevent sexuat .
conduct harmful to a child, compelling or encouraging a child to engage In sexual conduct,
placing a child in or failing to remove a child: from a situation in which the child would be
exposed to a substantlal risk of sexual conduct harmful to the child's mental, emotional or
physical welfare or placing a child in or falling to remove the child from a situation in which the
child would be exposed to acts of sexual abuse commitied against another chlld, This includes a
parent or caregiver making a child accessible for sexual abuse and/or faillng to protect from

such abuse).

2 There Is concem that the children may have been physically abused. (Physical abuse Is As Of.
defined fo include, without limitation, physical injury that results in substantial harm to the child 04/07/2008
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or the genuine threat of substantial harm from physical injury to the child, including an injury that

is at variance with the history or explanation given. This includes a fallure to make reasonable
efforts to protect the chid from physical abuse-by another person and/or placing the ‘child in -
and/or falling to remove the child from.a situation where that chiid or another child may be
physically sbused). -~ -~ . - - - . S

3. There is concerm-that the children are being mentally and/or emotlonally abused as aresuftof As Of.

being subjected to sexual and/or physical abuse and neglect. (Mental or emotional abuse Is - * * 04/07/2008 S
defined to Include, without limitation, mental or emotional injury to achid thatresultsinan -~~~ -
observable and matesial Impakment of the child’s growth, development or psychologieal =~ 7 ot ) s
functioning, causing or permitting the child to be ina situation In which the child sustains a

o mental or emotional injury that results in an observable and matecial impalnment in the chiid's’
.- _growth, development or psychological functioning). - ' |
&, There Is concem that the chiidren are being neglected. (Neglect is defined to include, without
limitation, the leaving.of a child in a situation where the. chiid would be exposed to a substantial’
risk of physical or mental hamm, placing.a child In or falling to remove a child from a situation that
a reasonable person would. realize requires judgment or- actions beyond the chiid's level of
_maturlty, physical condition, or mental abliities and that results In bodlly Injury or a substantial - o
risk of Immediate harm to the chiid, placing a child in or falling to remove a child from a situation ~ "
in which the child or another child would be exposed to a substantial risk of sexual conduct U
harmful to the child). o SRR w abe

" SERVICE PLAN GOALS (CHANGES NEEDED TO REDUCE RISK):

A. The parent will demonstrate an understanding of the dynamics of child physical, mental, emotional and sexual - o
abuse and neglect and demonstrate ways they cin be protective of children. I
B. The parent will be able to discuss with the ‘caseworker and demonstrate and utilize appropriate discipline that - . - '
does not result in physical or emotional injury tothechiid. - ‘ IR T

C. The parent will become knowledgeable regarding community resources and demonstrale
‘community resources as ‘necessary to provide financial and other support and protection for
children, including demonstrating the ability to provide a safe home for the children. T L
D. The parent will be able to discuss with the caseworker how-to apply Information leamed from-services.provided - -
. by DFPS. - ‘ : : "

the sbility to-access

E—Tha parent wil sooperale Wilh DFPS In sstablishing and varflying who thel biological Ghidren are and who fhe . -

biological fathers and mothers of their children afe. This will include submitting to court-ordered genetic testing and
~ providing rellablé documents and Information relating to the |dentity of the children, blological parents and relatives.
F. The parent will demonstrate the abiity to provide a home free of persons who have or will abuse or neglect the
children and provide & protective environment. : : I S
_.G. The parent will demonstrate the ablity to protect the child(ren) from physical, mental, emotional abuse and .

~H. The parent will demonstrate the ability to protect the child(ren) from sexual abuse. Ceen
1. The parent will become knowledgeable about educational resources for the child available in the community and
demionstrate an ability to access such resources,'as necessary, to provide for the educational needs of the child. :
J. As new information s obtained by DFPS and:changes occur for the child, parent and famlly, additional goais
may be identified and added to the plan of services.

TASKS AND SERVICES:
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Task/Sarvice _ingludinn timiframoc: '

Assigned To:

Completed / No

Longer Needed:

-Court

Ordered For:

. ﬁ‘_t. o
Created:

| individual

Attend and fully participate in parenting and
other trainings and seivices designated or
recommended by DFPS to understand and
address issues related to sexual, physical
and emotional abuse and neglect of
children, S

Earéht

Farents

- DFPS will_make  appropriate referrals - for

needed trainings and:services and arrange:
for ‘services  and 'verify attendance -and
pariicipation.

BFPS.

BFFS |

“Cooperate and participate In court-ordered
R 4 psychiatric ||
| evaluations, including ‘fully and ‘completely | - -~ -~ - " ¥
answering questions; and otherwise openly | © =7 " "

- psychological - andfor

participating In testing.”

“Parent

Follow any and all recommendations made_
In the psychological ~andior psychiatric
evaluations. oo

Parent

Make referrals for psychalogical and/or

| psychiatric  evaluations for- ‘parents and
verify attendance and. cooperation with
evaluations. . = -

DFPS”

oFFS

05/07/2008 | -

TOa072008 |

fiend and fully paricipate n any family or
. counseling.
recommended by the psychological or

Parent

oo SOSSIONS | i

psychiatric evaluation or as recommended | -

o by the Department. ... _

Parents . —

Make referrals for family and/or individual
counsellng  recommended . in

the{ . .
| psychological or psychiatric -evaluations.. o
| andlor as recommended by the Department 1"~ ..

and verify attendance ‘and participation”in | =" - A B

- such counseling.

DFPS .

Submit o ard cooperate with DNA testing,

including appearing and submitting to such |

| testing at such times and places as directed

by the Couit and/or the Department and

| providing any required information.

Pa’rerit» IR

Farens

[dentify the biological mothers/fathers of
each of your children and provide copies of
any documents. related to any marriages or -
divorces of the parents and/or related to the
birth of your chiidren. : :

Farent . 1

Parents

[sm0712008




. | documentation ‘to DFPS - on use of

Follow - the recommendations  of | Parents L ‘Parents: '05/07/2008 | ... .

.| yourchid. ,
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. [Establish safe living arrangements for | Parent ' Parents | 05/07/2008
. | chiidren and provide -verification to the | - \ S S o o
" | Department of - living amangements, '
'| including methods of support the famlly is
| receiving from all ‘sources. This includes
| accessing available community and other
| resources to provide -financlally for the
support and other needs of the parent and
" | the children and Includes . preparing a
| budget - and " providing supporting

| resources to provide such support.

- [Work with the parent to assist the parent .DFPS

* | 'with finding community and other resources o
| to sustain independent living amangements,
++| including" - making _referrals to community
‘| resources where appropriate and avallable.

" [nform DPFS of your. current living | Parent - ..
| arrangements Including all persons In your [ -
bullding or other residence (all floors, ages
- | and gender of all members at present and | .
" { anticipated) and Inform DFPS by the next
- { business day if there are any changes of
1 rasidents or roles of persons in the building.
Allow DFPS Program staffl to make
| ‘@nnounced and unannounced visits to your
residence to verify living armangements.

| each of your biological children to DFPS to
akde in developing the appropriate
| educational -services for your child, Follow
the recommendations of professionals
working with you or your child regarding

[ Provide a Wistory of education training for | Parents ' o Parents _':: ' 05/07/2008 : L

» sionals who will be working with. you
to davelop the skills necessary to work with

- |DFPS will consult with professionals to | DFPS ‘ o ~ | DFPS .. | 05/07/2008 |. = -
determine what other skills or knowiedge A : : I -

the parents need to leam or acqulre to care | . '
for and be protective of their children. o

Fully and accurately complete the Child | Parents Parents | 05/07/2008 '
Placement ‘Resource Form ‘and any other | . ) S NIRRT
forms provided by DFPS to- identify any '
family members who may be a resource for
your children. ‘ o
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Participele and cooporate in all visits with | Parents | - ‘Parents. | 05/07/2008 |
your chid and demonstrate appropriate ‘ __ T R

parenting skilis and protective behavior

engaging - In any inappropriate
commnications with the chidren, (Visits
can be larminated at the discretion of the
parson supervising if any Inappropriate

| with thalr children.

Bahavior s absarved during the visaton) | - oL ' R T
Sel up Viliation 50 parents con have viels | DFPS - | |DFPS . | 0S07/2008 |

" 7| educationalivocational tesiing for parants .
‘andverlfyattendama i

"Make reforrals or ldenﬂfy Tesources for DFPs T '

- .| and changes occur for the child, parent, and’ DFIPS
| family, addifional tasks may be Identified
.and added to the plan ofseMoelnorderto

As new Wniormalion 15 oblained by DFPS | Phrsnt [~ I Paionts | OSOTEO0E] - -

.achieve service plan goals o

—p—

s TO THE PARENT: IHIS IS A VERY IHPORTAHT DOCUMENT. ITS PURPOSE IS TO HELP YOU FROVIDE YOUR Cre iy
- CHILD WITH A SAFE ENVIRONMENT WITHIN ‘THE REASONABLE PERIOD SPECIFIED IN THE PLAN. IF YOU. ARE - .

UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO PROVIDE YOUR CHILD WITH A SAFE ENVIRONMENT, YOUR PARENTAL AND - o

CUSTODIAL DUTIES AND RIGHTS MAY BE:'RESTRICTED OR TERMINATED OR YOUR CHILD MAY NOT BE . 7

RETURNED TO YOU. THERE WlLL BE A COURT HEARING AT WH!CH THE JUDGE wnu. REV!EW THIS SERVICE

- PLAN.
o coucenns RELATED TO PLAN cnsxnon on PARENT SIGNATURE'

- PARENT(S) COMMENTS (Parant may include commints regarding.this Famlly Servics Plan):

' jContact Person-For lnformauon aboutmaFamlly Servlce Namo of Conuéi:-} EE Telophona: - -

Plan or your chifd(ren), please bantacl
i

Participaia_in educationalvogational fsstng Parent - - f- .- . & Pﬂreﬂ& _?0_51071'200.8.' S
7| for yourself,~and work on educational or | -. ... ). . . . B B N
’"zvooallonalhinhgasnaodedtobeabluto B P R

. financlally support your child. N P .
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FAMILY PRESERVATION
~ PARENT.(S) ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

1. Iunderstand the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) has determined that onc of the following . P
.- emergency conditions contimues to exist in my family, and therefore services contimuc to benecessary: . -

" A) A child is at risk of sbuse and or neglect, as determined by DFPS;

~ B) A child has been removed from his/her home énd placed in DFPS care, or
C)Achﬂdform;rlyinDFPScamiut-ri_skofbciﬁgmtmnedtoDFPScar,e.- _ S R

2. Iunderstand the Family Service Plan is a very important document, “Iunderstand its purposc is to help me provide my child(ren) .

‘ -with a safe enviropment within a reasonable time s listed under Tacget Date for Permanency on the plan. 1 understand if Tam  °
unwilling/unable to.provide my child(ren) with a gafe environment, my parental and custodial rights may be restricted or - o

" terminated or my child(ren) may not be returaed to me. I understand there will be 2 court hearing at which a judge will review . .
this Family Service Plan. ~ ~ : o o L o

3. lunderstand that if [ have one or more children at hore with me and if T am nawilliog/unable to provide a safe environment for .

‘my child(ren) with the help of DFPS services, that the plan will be removal and placerment of my child(ren) mtofostetcue RS ': o

' 4. Tunderstand my p_ljoérqss on this plan will be cva!uagéd 1] fouoWs:= '

A) Have I conpléfed my tasks on the plan? ;
B) Have [ achicved my goals in the plan? o
o C)anlprovidefo:theongoipgut‘etyand‘wcll—bcingquychild(ren)? ‘ SR e e
- 5. Tunderstand information fortl_secvalimion of myprogress hpay,c;’pﬁn from any and all of the following sources: . ... .. o
_ C) Child Protective Service staff who have worked withme; - :
re reports of child abusc and/or neglect; and - -

-, D) The initial report or fun . ,
" E) Other agencies; individuals, and community professionals:

" 6. Iunderstand I may request a review of change of this plan or an evaluation of my progress at any time. 1may also request an, -
- administrative review if I have a complaint about Child Protective Services. I may ulso request 2 fair hearing if services I have
requested are denied, reduced or terminated, or ifChild Protective Services does not act on my request for services with
reasonsble promptuess. : Co o

7. Tunderstand that T can request interpreter or transfator services if needed to assist me mcomplymg withthisplan. -,

Signature-—Parént o - ‘ bnte : Date Copy Given .

.Signnmxe e ' Date ' Date Copy Given

Signature —Parent = - Datg A Dste‘CopyGiv‘en :

Signature — Parent Date : Date Copy Given

Signature - Worker Date

Signature — Supervisor Date




